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MINUTES 
DURHAM PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
September 28, 2017 

 
The Durham Public Schools Board of Education held its regular monthly Board of Education 
Meeting on Thursday, September 28, 2017 at 6:32 p.m. at 511 Cleveland Street, Durham, NC in room 
307. 
 
Board Members Present: Mike Lee, Chair; Natalie Beyer, Vice-Chair; Bettina Umstead; Steve 
Unruhe and Xavier Cason; and Matt Sears 
 
Administration Present: Dr. Bert L’Homme, Superintendent; Dr. Stacey Wilson-Norman, Deputy 
Superintendent of Academic Services; Aaron Beaulieu, Interim Deputy Superintendent of 
Operational and Policy Services; Dr. Debbie Pitman, Assistant Superintendent of Student Services; 
and William Sudderth, III, Chief Communications Officer 
 
Attorney Present: Ken Soo 
 
Call to Order 
Chair Mike Lee called the meeting to order and presided over a moment of silence.  
 
Chair Mike Lee announced that Minnie Forte-Brown is attending the CUBE Conference in New 
Orleans.  This conference is hosted by the North Carolina Schools Board Association (NCSBA).   
 
Celebrations: 
The board members recognized the following people: 
• Herald-Sun & Durham Schools Student of the Month for July 

o Briana Benkin, 12th grade, The School for Creative  Studies 
 

• Herald-Sun & Durham Public Schools Student of the Month for August 
o Reem Salameh, 12th grade, City of Medicine Academy 
 

• Be Our Guest Schools  
o Glenn Elementary 
o Oak Grove Elementary 
o Merrick-Moore Elementary 
o Sandy Ridge Elementary 
o Carrington Middle 
o Durham School of the Arts 

 
 
• Special Recognitions  

o Dr. Bert L’Homme, Superintendent 
o Kristen Thompson,  Manager of Community Relations, Fidelity Investments 
o Tekeisha Mitchell, Principal, Lowe’s Grove Middle School 
o Sheen Boddie, Assistant Principal, Lowe’s Grove Middle School 
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• Schools’ Achievements Based on NCDPI Academic Performance Date   
o Karen Kellett, Principal, Mangum Elementary 
o Kimberly Ferrell, Principal, Burton Elementary 
o Donya Jones, Principal, Holt Elementary 
o Meg Goodhand, Principal, E.K. Power Elementary 
o Holly Emanuel, Principal, Carrington Middle 
o Crystal Ison, Principal, Githens Middle 
o Kecia Rogers, Principal, Roger-Herr Middle 
o Renee Price, Principal, School for Creative Arts 
o David Hawks, Principal, Durham School of the  Arts 
o Tounya Wright, Principal, New Tech High 
o Marcia Navarro, Principal, Middle College High 
o Gloria Woods-Weeks, Principal, J.D. Clement Early College High 
o Jackie Tobias, Principal, City of Medicine Academy 

 
Superintendent’s Update 
Dr. Bert L’Homme read his last and final report to the Board as follows: 

“Board members, this month we learned that two of our schools, Glenn Elementary and Lakewood 
Elementary, are at risk of being taken over by the NC Innovative School District. It is the result of a 
law passed by the General Assembly and signed by a governor no longer in office. It is an 
experiment that could not begin to address the depths of need in schools across North Carolina that 
have suffered the effects of poverty and historic inequity. 

This is my last board meeting. As of October 1, I will no longer be superintendent of Durham 
Public Schools. I personally have nothing to gain by insisting that our administration retain control 
of these schools. But control is not the point, and these are not my schools. Board members, they 
are not your schools. They are Durham’s schools. They exist to serve our children. They are 
accountable to our families and to our citizens, and I believe that they should remain so. 

Our district administrators follow the law. We are sharing information and data with the Innovative 
School District as required as they make their decisions—and they are moving fast. But I have the 
freedom in these last few days to speak out against this potential removal of accountability to our 
citizens. Would these schools be permitted to support the rights and needs of every student, 
equitably and with due process, in the same way that our community has demanded and this board 
has required? What if parents living in those attendance areas do not want to participate in this 
experiment? 

We have a plan to improve student achievement at Glenn and Lakewood. The State Board of 
Education approved our Restart Schools application which would give those schools, and others, 
almost charter-like flexibility but without losing their accountability to you. Glenn and Lakewood, 
both schools equally, deserve to remain part of Durham Public Schools. 

I am aware that families, educators, members of our community, and members of this board, are 
already mobilizing to resist this effort. You have my personal enthusiastic support. Our district staff 
is not in a position to organize or lead a political response to this—their full-time job is to support 
our students and schools in achieving academic excellence. But we are happy to provide all the 
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information we can. Our district staff is 100 percent in support of Glenn and Lakewood’s 
principals, teachers and staff, and especially students and families.” 

Dr. L’Homme concluded by saying,  

“I didn’t think I would need to talk about this at my last board meeting, but I would rather go out as 
an advocate for our students and a defender of our schools than to be talking about myself. 

I have always challenged our staff to help Durham Public Schools be better the next day than the 
last, better the next year than the last, and always to place our students’ academic achievement 
ahead of everything else. 

It has meant both celebrating our successes but never being satisfied with the status quo. That’s a 
difficult balancing act, and sometimes in my role I have been more focused on what more our 
students need than on being a cheerleader for our district. 

But sometimes we have to cheer, especially when opponents of public education are restless and 
especially when we have good news to share. I have always wanted to see faster progress—
quantum leaps in every classroom, for every student. But sustainable progress for all of our 
schools depends on making gains for every student at every level. It takes time. 

It also takes an awareness of the bigger picture: the battle for equity amid the entrenched effects of 
poverty and racism, the explosive growth of alternatives to public schools, and the ongoing 
challenge of forging a consensus for how to gauge success in our schools. 

This is a constant battle. It takes a lot of energy. But I have been fueled by our incredible teachers, 
our principal leaders, the finest central office staff I have ever worked with, the parents and 
guardians and grandparents who bring our children to school every day, and especially our 
students—the ones who will define the future of Durham. I am grateful to all of you. 

The next superintendent, whoever he or she may be, will have the privilege of leading a strong 
school district in a progressive county, with a community and school board for whom the phrase 
“leaving no child behind” actually has meaning. We know our challenges and we face them head 
on. That is Durham. That is Durham Public Schools. And it has been an honor to serve all our 
public school students and families here in what is, now, my home town. Thank you.” 

 
Chair Mike Lee thanked Dr. Bert L’Homme for serving the district with honor and respect.  He stated 
that Dr. L’Homme did not hesitate to go out into the communities to meet with groups and 
organizations.  
 
Steve Unruhe thanked Dr. L’Homme for his work.  He stated it was an honor to work with him.   
 
Xavier Cason thanked Dr. L’Homme for challenging them to see the good, bad, and the ugly.  He 
also thanked Dr. L’Homme for being honest with the Board, community, and the staff. 
 
Bettina Umstead thanked Dr. L’Homme for fighting for the students and for listening to everyone. 
 
Matt Sears thanked Dr. L’Homme for helping the Board to grow and protecting the students.  He also 
stated that Dr. L’Homme will have a lasting impact on this community. 
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Natalie Beyer stated that Dr. L’Homme loves the people in Durham, and represented Durham Public 
Schools with humility and dignity. She stated he led the district with energy, passion and heart, while 
staying focus toward equity.   Also, she stated that Dr. L’Homme was a ferocious advocate for the 
schools and best practices.  
 
Chair Mike Lee presented a plaque on behalf of the Board to Dr. L’Homme for his many years of 
service and dedication to Durham Public Schools. 
 
Agenda Review and Approval 
 
Steve Unruhe requested adding Innovative School District Update to the agenda as 9b.   
  
Natalie Beyer made a motion to approve the amended agenda to include Innovative School District 
Update as 9b.  Matt Sears seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
General Public Comment  
There was one person signed up for General Public Comment. 
 
Ms. Paula Clough stated teachers need assistance with Spanish speaking students, and help with 
excessive behavioral children.  There are 23 students in a class with no teacher assistant.  
 
Board of Education Meeting Minutes  

• August 24, 2017 
 
Bettina Umstead made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Xavier Cason seconded and the 
motion was passed unanimously. 
 
 
Reports of the Board  
 
9a. Superintendent Search Update 

Recommendation: Information/Discussion 
Public Comment:  One 

 
Antonio Jones asked the Board to give the new Superintendent lead way to create change.   
 
Chair Mike Lee reported that the Board is taking time to go through the applications, reports, and 
surveys.  They are continuing to research the candidates and working through all documentations 
submitted by the each candidate.  
 
Dr. Bert L’Homme stated that Aaron Beaulieu will be the Interim Superintendent being October 2, 
2017. 
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9b. Innovative School District (ISD) 
Recommendation: Information/Discussion 
Public Comment:  None 

 

Dr. Stacy Wilson- Norman gave an updated report on the criteria and data that was used by ISD on 
the selection of Lakewood and Glenn Elementary Schools. 
 

Steve Unruhe thanked Dr. Stacy Wilson-Norma for her report. 

 
Natalie Beyer stated that the DPS Board of Education never supported the state’s take over as stated 
in the resolution on the website on April 2016.  She stated it is bad for the children and they plan to 
fight the takeover. She stated ISD will not profit off our children.  
 
Matt Sears stated how the ISD can arbitrary select two schools that have 95% and 100% of color, 
students with socioeconomic status, and use matrix that doesn’t matter. He stated the community 
must come together and support each other. 
 
Xavier Cason stated we must fight against the state. 
 
Bettina Umstead stated we need the community support. 
 
Chair Mike Lee stated that we will not leave a stone unturned. 
 
William “Chip” Sudderth, II, shared a letter sent to Dr. Eric Hall, Superintendent of North Carolina 
Innovative School District, from Commissioner Wendy Jacobs not supporting the two Durham 
Schools take over.    
 
10.  Bus Driver Pay Increases 2017 -2018  

Recommendation: Information/Discussion 
Public Comment:  None 

 
 
G. Scott Denton reported on the State Budge’s special appropriation to support the recruitment and 
retention of school bus drivers.  He stated $16.8 million was set aside in the 2017-18 budget and that 
Durham Public Schools’ portion is $504,894.  Mr. Denton stated the bus driver pay increase can be 
found on the DPS website.   
 
Chair Mike Lee stated that the Board has already voted Proposal A for the bus driver pay increases, 
but asked Mr. Denton to bring back Proposal B for recommendation for implementation for 2018-19 
for information and discussion.   
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Chair Mike Lee stated bus drivers transport our children from home to school each day, and they are 
just as important as the teachers, principals, superintendent, and anyone else in the district.  
Therefore, they should be rewarded. 
 
 
Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at approximately 7:32 p.m. for Closed Session 
  
Natalie Beyer made a motion to go into Closed Session as stated on the agenda.  Steve Unruhe 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
The Open Session reconvened at 8:56 p.m.  
 
Dr. Bert L’Homme stated to Chair Mike Lee that the Personnel Reports for September 28, 2017 were 
presented for review and consideration. 
 
Natalie Beyer made a motion that the last approval request from Dr. L’Homme be approved.  Bettina 
Umstead seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m. 
 
 

      
________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Michael Lee, Board Chair    Dr. Bert L’Homme 
Durham Public Schools Board of Education  Superintendent 


